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 1 Outcomes 

 

After completion of this course, students will be able to Students will be assessed on their ability to 

Critically engage with the production of images in’history’, studying the 

example of gangs and gangsterism in the context of the history of 

Johannesburg. Students will have learned about different institutions 

and modes of ‘making history’ – such as (in) the archive, the museum… - 

- Read and understand texts  

- Explain key terms and concepts 

- Engage critically with the subject of 

the course 



and will have gained a thorough understanding of gang cultures. They 

will have learned how to question normalized ways of seeing and how 

to identify key points of debate and the necessity to ‘dig deeper’. 

Understand the historical entanglements in relation to gangs and 

gangsterism in the city of Johannesburg. Students will gain an 

understanding of how to trace the past by taking a close look at the 

present; furthermore they will be able to locate, select and accurately 

communicate information that is relevant to a given question or 

research problem; as well as to reflect on their own role as historians / 

tourism developers. 

 

- Develop own thoughts and ideas in 

the course of the class 

- Locate, select and accurately 

communicate information that is 

relevant to a given question or 

research problem in essays, 

assignments, tests and 

examinations. 

- Reflect their own role as a historian 

 

 

 

2 Learning of skills 

The course aims not only to teach you content and an understanding thereof but also aims to teach you specific 

skills. The most important of these are: 

- the skill to identify relevant versus irrelevant material by doing  extensive reading; 

- skills how to answer a test or examination paper; 

- research skills by: 

 - identifying focus points for an assignment topic; 

 - writing a coherent, well-structured and clear assignment. 

-  the skill of critically question texts and perspectives and develop your own. 

-  the skill of self-reflectivity in your profession 

 

 

3 Themes/structure of the course 

A History and representation 

B History of gangs and gansterism in Johannesburg 

C Alternative perspectives in ‘writing history’ 

 

 

4 Assessment 

You will be continually evaluated in various ways on the work done. These consist of  two semester tests, an 

assignment and marks for tutorials. 

 

4.1 Semester tests 

 

Test 1 

Date: 13 March 2012 

 

Test 2 

Date: 7 8 May 2012 

 

These tests will evaluate your understanding of the course content. You will therefore be expected to answer 

paragraph-type questions. 

4.2 Assignment 

 

The purpose of the assignment is to develop your skills to locate sources and to identify and summarise important 

relevant information on a given topic, without plagiarism. 

 

You must already start very early with work on the assignment. Continuous consultation with the lecturer on 

the subject of your choice and subsequent progress is essential. 

 

More detail about the assignment will be given to you in class and placed on the departmental notice board. 

 



 

1 NB! Note that the topics should be approached from an HISTORICAL perspective. 

2 The length of the assignment must be a minimum of 4000 words. 

 

SUBMISSION DATE OF FINAL ASSIGNMENT: 15 May at 13H00 

 
ASSIGNMENTS THAT DID NOT COMPLY WITH THESE INSTRUCTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS WILL NOT BE 

MARKED. 

NB: NO POSTPONEMENT WILL BE GIVEN FOR THE SUBMISSION  OF THE ASSIGNMENTS. 

NO EXCUSES!!! 

 

Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is the verbatim copying of another person’s writings. It entails using information from a sources and 

present it as is and as your own, without referencing to the original author 

 

NB: If plagiarism is detected, your assignment will not be marked and submitted for University disciplinary 

action. 

Please take note of the department’s policy on plagiarism: 

http://www.uj.ac.za/EN/Faculties/humanities/departments/hstd/coursesandprogrammes/Pages/Plagiarism.as

px 

 

Criteria  for the marking of an History Assignment. HIS 2A 

 

Understanding of topic.       10 

 

Table of contents and introduction 

- Correct numbering of headings and subheadings. 

- Correspondence between table of contents and pages 

 in the content itself.        

- Does it give an indication of what is to be discussed 

 in the content?       10 

 

Content 

General presentation  

Analysis of topic 

Argument : logic and coherence 

Assessment of information used 

Integration of information from various sources. 

Interpretation of information       50 

 

Conclusion 

Does it conclude what was discussed?      10 

 

Technical requirements 

 

Reference technique: 

No assignment will be marked without footnotes. 

Correct use : functionality and numbering.     

Source list: 

A minimum of 8 sources should be used. 

Maximum one internet sources . 

NO use of school text books, encyclopedias, lecturer’s class notes. 

For guidelines in this regard, see p.5 of Guide to the writing of a 

History Research Assignment         

          10 



Language, style and technical presentation      10 

 

 

         TOTAL 100 

 

 

NB IF AN ASSIGNMENT IS OBVIOUSLY WEAK IN ONE ASPECT FOR EXAMPLE LACK OF THOROUGH AND 

RELEVANT RESEARCH, IT FOLLOWS THAT THE STANDARD IS INFLUENCED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT 

EVEN NO MARK MAY BE ALLOCATED. 

 

4.3 Tutorials 

  

The attendance and preparation for tutorials are obligatory. Students who fail to attend tutorials will forfeit 

considerable marks. 

 

 

5 Composition of semester mark 

 

Two semester tests  30% 

Assignment   40% 

Tutorials    30% 

 

   Total 100% 

 

The average of the marks achieved will give you a semester mark. Then you do your examination and you score an 

examination mark. The average of the two gives you your final mark. 

 

6 Examination 

 

Date: FRIDAY 15 JUNE 2012 

 

Time: 09h00-12H00 

 

Venue: To be arranged 

 

The lecturer will indicate the work you have to prepare for the examination as well as how to prepare for the 

examination well in advance. 

 

7 Self study 

 

There is not enough time to discuss all the work in the class. It is therefore absolutely imperative that you study 

some of the work on your own. Guidance in this regard will be provided. 

 

8 Reading material.  

A list with readings will be provided via the E-Learning system 

 

9 Lecture times and venue 

 

Lecture Times:  

Tuesdays: 8h50-10h25 

Wednesdays: 16h40-17h25 

 

Lecture Venue: C Les 307. 

 

General notes on the course 

 

1 Emphasis on the importance of social history 



 

The first module of the course takes a different perspective than you might expect. We won’t engage in a linear 

understanding of historical ‘development’ in a teleological sense, as in from the past to the present, rather we will 

start by taking a look at the present - our surroundings, the city, medial representations, experiences – and from 

here dig deeper to trace the dynamic processes which, in detours and entanglements, contributed to what is 

‘present’ today. We will focus on gangs and gangsterism; with a close look on visual cultures and representation. 

 

In the course of the classes, we will meet and discuss with professionals and artists from the heritage and cultural 

sector. We will learn how to study and critically engage with movies, museums and archives. As a number of you 

will be working as historians or heritage practitioners in the above mentioned fields, a critical understanding of 

modes and ‘sites’ of production is necessary for your work. 

 

The course aims at making aware of the fact that apart from political, economic and cultural themes, there are also 

important social themes such as urbanism which must be studied if we wish to have a better understanding of 

society. Of course, the study of social themes does not mean that political, economic and cultural themes are of 

minor importance. It is expected of you to develop an understanding that there is a very close relationship 

between these sub-divisions of history. 

 

The forces and processes, which generate political and economic policies, are particularly emphasised as they 

influence and change society and the lives of ordinary people – in this course urban people. 

 

2 Emphasis on DIFFERENCES, PROCESSES AND CONTEXT.  

 

DIFFERENCE also means change over time. PROCESSES force us to make a distinction between a process and an 

event. CONTEXT is essential to understand the background and especially where and when (place and time) events 

of the past had taken place. It would be expected of you to grasp and apply these fundamental aspects of history. 

 

3 Emphasis on knowledge, understanding and skills 

 

Students must be able to use the factual material in order to build up a logical argument. This implies that students 

must acquire: 

 

KNOWLEDGE: know what, where and when an event happened - acquiring a sound knowledge of basic facts; 

 

UNDERSTANDING: use the facts to identify and explain the relationships between them as well as to indicate the 

significance; 

 

SKILLS: to locate basic sources on any historical subject; be able to identify and use information relevant to a 

particular topic; be able to decide on the relative importance of the information; be able to combine relevant 

information to give a meaningful answer to a specific question. 

 

4 Emphasis on academic attitudes 

 

You should develop the habits of productive time management and academic punctuality; 

 

You should develop the habit of accurate reporting on what you have read/learned. 

 

You should develop the habit of producing your own work. 

 

You should get in the habit of expressing your own thoughts in your own words and not plagiarise. 

 

5 Study guide, lectures, tutorials and readings 

 

Much of your assessment will be based to what extent you are able to integrate information from the above to 

show your understanding of the work. 

 

 



 

Learning Programme for Term 1 

 

Week Dates Topic/Study Theme Teaching Learning Mode 

1  Theme 1: 

Gangs/ter/ism: History, Representation, Visual Culture 

 

• What is history? 

• What is ‘representation’? 

• Which first characteristic of gangs & gangsterism 

can we identify? 

 

Plan: 

Introduction Lecturer 

Intro Topic – students: 

What does history mean? 

Different perspectives on history. 

 

 

Lecture:  

Gangs/ter/rism/ - History, 

Representation, Visual 

Culture 

 

Lecture: 

Work on key terms: 

history, representation, 

gang(s) 

2  Theme 2: 

In the present: History, Heritage and Oral History 

 

 

 

Lecture 

History’s minor? Heritage  

 

Lecture:  

An Oral History of 

Gangs(ter)ism?  

 

Durban Sings Project 

 

3  Theme 3: 

Westbury : Media & Oral History 

 

Lecture 

“Backdoors” to history: 

Gangs in Westbury: 

Stereotypes in present 

 

Tut:  

Challenging stereotypes? 

“Local Studio” in 

Westbury & 

Photography: Michael 

Abrahams. 

4  Theme 4: 

Sophiatown & the ‘Western Areas’– Gangs & Cultural 

Theory 

 

 

Lecture: 

Sophiatown – Close Up 

History. 

 

Lecture:: 

Movie Screening 

“Sophiatown”, discussion 

with Peter Makurube  



 

 

5  Theme 5: 

Sites: Gangs in the museum. 

Lecture 

Musealizing the Past & 

the Present? 

 

Lecture: 

Case Study & key terms 

6  Theme 6: 

Sites: The Archive and Gangs. 

 

Lecture 

How and where is 

knowledge about gangs 

and gangsters stored? 

Tutorial 

Discussion, key terms. 

7  Theme 7:  

Timeline, Wrap-Up, Final discussion: History of Gangs in 

the present. 

Lecture 

Resume & Timeline. A 

history of gangs in the 

present 

 

Class Discussion 

 

 


